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rate," which were employing Balzac's pen at me time.
ing men are often very severe critics of the i of their family; and Balzac, cursed with isitiveness of genius, and smarting under the
disappointment of disillusionment and of :ed and compressed powers, was not likely to
indulgent critic ; but making due allowance ese facts, it does not appear that his home
particularly comfortable place at this time. 1. de Balzac was as placid as an Egyptian id and perennially cheerful; but the restless ne de Balzac was now following in the foot-)f her nervous mother and becoming a malade icdre. This did not add to the comfort of noily, while the small excitements she roused ;ually were peculiarly trying to her eldest son, fas himself not of a placid nature, wever, there were compensations, though the st Honore* does not mention these in his ! to Laure, as in 1821 his friendship with me de Berny began, and only ceased in 1836 ler death, which, in spite of his affection for me Hanska, was a lifelong sorrow to him. >f Honore"s home duties was to act as tutor
younger brother Henry—the spoilt child of imily—who, owing to supposed delicacy, was ted at home ; and as the Bernys lived near larisis, it was arranged that he should at the time give lessons to one of M. and Madame rny's boys. This may have helped to bringtly the Survilles, or at least M. Surville — c it is certain that the devoted Laure would have :>rked herself to death to help Honore — did nottible ascendency of mindtent, except for occasional comment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
